
Ursula Masson Memorial Lecture 2020

This lecture will explore the modern history of women’s representation in Welsh politics and public 
life. Centering on devolution and the wider context of politics and governance in Wales, it will trace 
progress made since 1999 in the number of women elected to the National Assembly for Wales. 
While the National Assembly for Wales is acknowledged as an international leader in terms of 
women’s equality, this lecture demonstrates how there has been minimal contagion across other 
elected and appointed spheres. It is bookmarked by the sharp hike in the number of women 
politicians elected in the first Assembly elections in 1999, and then by the recent Expert Panel on 
Assembly Reform (chaired by the lecturer)’s report, “A Parliament that Works for Wales” published 
in 2017. It investigates the legacy of positive action in candidate selection utilised by two parties, 
Labour and Plaid Cymru, in 1999, as well as reactions to the Expert Panel recommendation that a 
prescriptive gender quota is integrated into legislation for a new electoral system for elections to a 
future, enlarged Senedd.

Laura McAllister is Professor of Public Policy and the Governance of Wales at Cardiff University's 
Wales Governance Centre. She is an expert on devolution, Welsh politics and elections, public 
policy and leadership, gender, representation and the feminisation of politics. A former Wales 
international player and captain with 24 caps and former Chair of Sport Wales and board member of 
UK Sport, she is the current Director of Football Association of Wales Trust, Deputy Chair of UEFA 
Women’s Football Committee and member of UEFA women’s strategy working group, and Chair of 
the Welsh Sports Hall of Fame. She was Chair of the National Assembly Expert Panel on Electoral 
Reform, 2017, and is a former member of Assembly Remuneration Board, Independent Panel on 
AMs Pay and Support, the Richard Commission on the Powers and Electoral Arrangements for the 
National Assembly for Wales.

The lecture will be followed by a drinks reception and the opening of the touring exhibition in Oriel 
y Bont: Forty Voices, Forty Years.


