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AMC/WAW AGM 

A successful AGM was held on Zoom on 18th October, with 
over 30 members present. Everything was passed 
unanimously, and it was lovely to see old (and some new) 
faces. 
Catrin Stevens’s three eventful years in the Chair have now 
ended, and the new Chair is Dr Christine Chapman. Many of 
you will know Chris as the 
former AM for Cynon 
Valley, a position she held 
from 1999 until she stepped 
down in 2016. Since leaving 
the Senedd she has played 
a major role in WAW; in 
particular, it is her links with 
the Welsh Parliament that 
have led to the current 
project Setting the Record 
Straight, which is partly 
funded by the Senedd. Dr Mary Thorley, the Carmarthen 
historian, becomes Vice Chair. They both bring years of 
knowledge and experience with them, and the future of the  
Archive remains in safe (but adventurous) hands. 

 

  

Some of the participants at the AGM 

Dr Chris Chapman, new Chair of AMC/WAW 

Dr Mary Thorley, Vice Chair 

http://www.womansarchivewales.org/


Thank You, Catrin! 

I want to say a huge ‘thank you’ on behalf of all of us to our retiring Chair, Catrin Stevens. I knew, when I 
asked if I could nominate her, that she would make a splendid Chair for AMC/WAW. When she agreed, she 
made two stipulations: that she would do three years only, and that she would have a vice-chair who would 
succeed her. Wise and well-organised from the start, she recruited Chris Chapman to take the new role of 
Vice-Chair. Catrin has been a splendid Chair. Video-conference committee meetings involving four screens, 
followed now by Zoom, run smoothly and all the routine business is kept up-to-date. She has instituted the 
Avril Rolph Memorial Bursary. She has represented AMC/WAW at a number of high-level events. But her 
outstanding achievements have been the three hugely successful Annual Conferences she has organised, 
including this year’s virtual symposium during lockdown, organising our 20th Anniversary project in 2018, 
Canrif Gobaith/Century of Hope and its associated film, and the very good relationship she has built with the 
Senedd, our partners in our current HLF-funded project, Gwir Gofnod o Gyfnod/Setting the Record Straight, 
to interview and record past and present female Members of Senedd. Catrin has raised AMC/WAW’s status 
to a new level in the cultural circles of Wales and has done much to ensure the continued success of its 
work. Thank you, Catrin, for everything. 
 
Jenny Sabine 
Setting the Record Straight  
 
Alison Elliott writes about the experience of summarising oral history interviews for this project   
 
To summarise Rhianon Passmore’s WAW 
interview was an honour. The process was 
inevitably time consuming as I strived to do 
justice to the richness of Rhianon’s life, her 
courage and determination, her energetic 
commitment to equality in Welsh politics and 
the nuances of her political message. The clear 
and concise training session that Kate Sullivan 
delivered via Zoom made the task 
straightforward. Volunteers were able to clarify 
their understanding at the time, with the offer of 
further support should it be needed. The quality 
of Kate’s teaching meant that it wasn’t needed. 
As a volunteer, outside the realm of Welsh politics, I gained tremendous insight into the way our Senedd 
operates on behalf of us all. In particular, I was enabled to appreciate in full the great strides forward that 
continue to be made for our government in Wales to be a truly representative organisation, despite financial 
restrictions from Whitehall as to the pace at which policy priorities can be achieved. In all modesty, Rhianon 
described the work of many politicians to make sure that women’s voices, and those of minority groups, are 
heard in Wales, as work in progress. It is unfortunate that it has taken the horrors of the pandemic for the 
media to present a platform through which the people of Wales, and beyond, can appreciate the quality of 
their Government.  This experience has underlined how crucial the work of WAW is in recording living history. 
 
Mini Book Review 
 

Rachel Morris: Museum Makers: a journey backwards from old boxes of dark family secrets to a golden era 
of museums. September Publishing, 2020, ISBN 978-1-912836-14-7 £16.99. 
I’m really enjoying this book and I think most people who appreciate museums or archives would enjoy it too. 
It’s personal and quite idiosyncratic, very readable but is full of thought-provoking facts and ideas. I suspect 
I’ll be dipping into it for a while to come. 

 

Jenny Sabine. 



AMC/WAW Symposium 3rd October 2020 

It was always going to be a difficult task to follow the very large and 
successful Conferences of 2018 and 2019. Covid 
made it even more of a problem. 
However, the 2020 Symposium organised on 
Zoom by Catrin Stevens and her team, Rhys 
Jones, Sue Thomas and Kate Sullivan, proved to 
be a triumph. Twelve speakers (including one from 
Norway, comparing the interpretations of the works 
of Kate Roberts and Hulda Garborg) delivered 
short papers on subjects ranging from Dame 
Wales to Monika (a WW2 graffito found on the wall 
in the Prisoner of War Camp in Bridgend). The 

women discussed included two natural scientists – Joan Morgan and Dr Kathleen 
Carpenter; women from land-owning and labouring classes; peace campaigners – 
Mary Silyn and Heddwch Nain, female local councillors; reflections on the ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ campaign and controversy in Bangor University. Teleri Owen, winner of the 
Avril Rolph Bursary gave her excellent paper on Women during the Great Penrhyn Strike in 1900-03. 
Translations were provided of papers given in Welsh, which was of great help to the monoglots among us.  
The talks were broken up by short clips from the Century of Hope / Canrif Gobaith film, part of the WAW 
project to celebrate women partially winning the vote in 1918. 
The day ended with a very lively presentation by Jane Hoy and Helen Sandler of ‘The oldest “new woman” 
and her “incorrigible Welsh friend”,  Frances Power Cobbe & Mary Charlotte Lloyd, who shared their lives for 
over 30 years and were buried in the same grave in the shadow of Cadair Idris. It is wonderful what can be 
achieved on Zoom. Very many congratulations to Catrin Stevens and to all participants.  
 

Women’s Heritage Walks March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans are well advanced for women’s heritage walks in Abergavenny, Aberystwyth, Bangor, Barry, 

Carmarthen, Llandudno, Penarth, Pontypridd, Swansea and Wrexham. We hope to have walks in Cardiff 

and Merthyr too. We still don’t have a definite date for these, but it is intended that they will be held in March 

2021, around International Women’s Day. Many of the walks will be led in Welsh and English, and the 

booklets themselves are bilingual, and can be used without the need for a leader. Each walks booklet may 

well turn out to be a primer for women’s history in their own area. 



The Carmarthen Maternity Charity 

The Carmarthen Maternity Charity, which was formed 
in 1817 ‘soon after the death of H.R.H. Princess 
Charlotte of Wales’, was one of the longest lived and 
most active charitable organisations run by the women 
of St Peter’s Parish. The princess’ death had left her 
‘family and the whole nation’ devastated and, all over 
the country, charities dedicated to helping poor women 
during childbirth were formed. The need for such 
charities, brought into sharp focus by the Princess’ 
death, was acute as the death rate from maternal 
mortality was well over fifty per thousand births 
throughout the nineteenth century reaching a peak of 
seventy-five per thousand in the mid-1870s. The 
Carmarthen Maternity Charity, which was founded by 
‘an old and much respected inhabitant of the town, the 
late Mrs Hughes of Quay Street’, was still in existence 
in the late 1890s. The only record relating to the charity 
before the last quarter of the century is an 
advertisement in the Carmarthen Journal for July 1828 concerning a sale of ‘Ladies Fancy Work’ in ‘aid of 
the...Lying-in-Charity’. However, from 1879 onwards, regular annual reports and accounts were published in 
the parish magazines. The charity was funded by means of subscriptions from regular donors and ‘thank 
offerings’ from middle class women who had, themselves, given birth over the course of the previous year. 
The list of subscribers is carefully set out and reflects the rank and status of the donors. Every year, the 
wives of the Bishops of St Davids and St Asaph headed the list, followed by the vicar’s wife, then by other 
parish women according to their status and level of contributions. Those heading the list made a contribution 
of two guineas, followed by those who gave amounts ranging from half a guinea to two shillings and sixpence.  
The aim of the charity was to assist ‘poor married women in their own homes with money, soap, food, bags 
of clothing etc., for mother and child’ and to provide a matron (midwife) during childbirth. The money raised 
was used to buy the supplies described and to pay the salary of the matron who, although not medically 
trained or qualified, had experience of delivering babies. The charity also accepted gifts of clothing from the 
Carmarthenshire Needlework Guild, particularly during harsh winters or times of depression.  In the years 
from 1879 to 1899 over four hundred women were ‘relieved’ and received supplies. Every contribution of a 
‘half-guinea’ entitled the benefactor to ‘recommend one woman’ to receive the help of the matron and receive 
the supplies mentioned above. As with the  later employment of the  Parish Mission Woman, there was never 
any intent by the subscribers to became practically involved in the venture by, for example, going into the 
homes of those in need. The matron of the maternity charity between 1878 and 1880 was Charlotte Davies 
who lived in a house near to the vicarage. It appears that she held many positions within the parish including 
‘pew opener’ and ‘sextoness’ and it is almost certain that, as was usual at the time, she received no formal 
training.  
 By 1890, the working of the charity was ‘entirely in the hands’ of Mrs Dr Lewis (Lucy) of Spilman Street and 
is an example of an organisation both funded and administered exclusively by women. This ‘women for 
women’ charity was the only one in the parish which does not appear to have had any direct involvement of 
the clergy or other male office holders within the parish; although the wife of the vicar was always a major 
donor. Lucy Lewis (née Jeffries), as the daughter of an attorney-at-law, was described in the 1851 census 
as a ‘scholar at home’ and with her two sisters, was educated at home by their governess, Matilda Wilson. 
Lucy Lewis had four children and evidently encouraged at least one of her daughters to be involved in similar 
philanthropic work as, when Shirley Lewis married in 1898, the ‘list of presents to the bride’ includes a ‘cheese 
stand’ from the ‘poor of the Carmarthen Union Workhouse’. A letter, signed by Jane James on behalf of the 
inmates, wishes the bride and groom long life and happiness, saying ‘[they (the inmates) are] not forgetful of 
your kindness and sympathy with them’ and that ‘many hearts will follow you to your new home’. 
 

Mary Thorley 
  



Fannie Thomas 
 

Following my appeal for photographs of Fannie Thomas in September’s Newsletter, I was delighted to 
receive several from Ryland Wallace. He has also written an article on her for Llafur [2018 volume12 
number3] so look out for this. Many thanks, Ryland. 

The most exciting 
photograph was this 
well-known one, of the 
Welsh contingent in the 
Women’s Coronation 
Procession, London, 17 
June 1911. Fannie 
Thomas is second from 
the right, carrying a 
basket. (Mary Thorley 
has identified Rachel 
Barrett, the Carmarthen 
born WSPU leader) 
peeping over the 
shoulder of the bearded 
man.) 

Alas I have had less success in finding a photograph of the Swansea child star, Little Nancy Davies ‘the 
teeny-weeny dot’. Photographs of her and any other girls or women from World War I are very welcome. 
 

Caroline Fairclough 
 
Gail and Jenny 
 

Jenny Sabine was one of the founding members of AMC/WAW and her background in museum work and in 
archiving has been invaluable in keeping our eyes firmly focussed on our core aims of rescuing the hidden 
histories of women in Wales. She has contributed to WAW’s work in so many different roles – as Chair, 
Secretary and Collections’ Officer among others and always with dedicated   professionalism and 
commitment. In her calm and courteous way she drove us to achieve more – to get more committee members 
in north Wales, to forge links with partners in Wales and beyond and to value material as well as documentary 
sources of women’s history. However, as several members have testified recently it was Jenny’s smile and 
warm welcome which encouraged them to join the Archive in the first place. She is highly deserving of the 
role of Honorary Vice-president and although she is stepping down from the steering committee I’m sure she 
will still attend Conferences and other WAW activities and be at the end of the telephone to answer difficult 
questions and keep us on the right track. Thank you very much Jenny for your leadership and commitment 
to promoting women’s history in Wales.  
Gail Allen has served AMC/WAW in one specific but immensely important role for the past fifteen years. I 
first met her when she was on the reception table at the Annual Conference many years ago. She was superb 
in this tricky role as she made me feel very welcome while ensuring I paid the requisite fee – no mean feat! 
As Treasurer, Gail has served AMC/WAW with remarkable ability and immense care. She has not only 
managed our finances from day to day but dealt with complex and challenging grant budgets for projects 
such as the Roadshows and Century of Hope. Many Treasurers are reluctant to spend their movement’s 
money, but Gail has always encouraged and supported new schemes which would enhance and extend the 
core work of AMC/WAW. But her contribution has been far wider than this – she calmly and efficiently took 
over many of Avril’s roles after her sudden death and indeed during other crises; she organised the 
immensely successful Peace Walk as part of the Century of Hope project and she has always given sound 
and honest advice and support – as a committee we will continue to benefit from this. As she stepped down 
from the role of Treasurer it was a pleasure to offer her the role of Honorary Vice-president. Thank you Gail 
for your immense contribution and enthusiasm for all AMC/WAW’s work.   
 

Catrin Stevens 



Angela Brazil: an environmentalist before her time 
 

DeAnn Bell 
 

“When I ‘count my blessings’ I give a place of honour to that ‘country 
cottage’ among the mountains in wild Wales.” —Angela Brazil, My Own 
School Days  
 

Angela Brazil (30 November 1868 – 11 March 1947) was a genre-
establishing writer of modern schoolgirl novels in the 1900’s. She 
produced her first novel in 1906 called The Adventures of Phillipa, and 
her final novel 
The School on 
the Loch in 
1946. During 
her 40 years of 
writing, she 
published 52 
novels and 70 
plus short 
stories written 

specifically for young girls 
Considered by many as a Coventry-based writer, it 
might come as a surprise that Brazil’s first novels 
were written in Llanbedr-y-Cennin, Wales. In 1882, when Brazil was 14-years-old, her family bought a small 
cottage in Llanbedr-y-Cennin. In 1902 they moved to a nearby farmhouse called Ffynnon Bedr which they 
owned until 1927. Angela Brazil spent a total of 45 years visiting and writing in Wales.  
In her memoir, My Own School Days, Brazil says, “The first lines which I ever had in print were a description 
of ‘our cottage’ that I wrote for Ellerslie School Magazine…”. She goes on to state that her experiences in 

Wales formed the experiences of the schoolgirls 
in her stories: 
What’s more, Angela and her sister Amy were part 
of the Llandudno and District Field Club from 
1909-1928. At the peak of membership, the Field 
Club boasted 300 members. Thanks to the Field 
Club, a number of important ancient monuments 
were preserved for future generations such as 
Llandudno’s Neolithic cromlech and the Tyddyn 
Holland inscribed stone. So far Llandudno 
Museum and Gallery has uncovered two 

nonfiction pieces Angela Brazil wrote for the Field 
Club, a lecture illustrated by Amy called “A Chat 

About Fungi” and “Ffynnon Bedr, near Llanbedr” a write-up of a Field Club trip to Ffynnon Bedr cottage. 
These two pieces shed new light on Brazil’s writing skills and choices.Brazil says, “I had grown up from 
babyhood as familiar with the names of certain wild flowers as with those of household articles, it was as 
easy and natural to talk of scabious speedwell, and campion as of pots and pans.” Brazil’s study of botany 
is evident in her Field Club writing. She makes frequent references to other botanical reference books, 
classifies her finds, and then contextualises the classification and the vocabulary for an unfamiliar reader. 
The lecture is undoubtedly a teaching text which suggests that Brazil’s choice to avoid didactic writing in her 
fiction was conscious. Gillian Freeman’s The Schoolgirl Ethic rightly credits Brazil with being “an 
environmentalist before her time” but skips quickly over Brazil’s time in Wales and is seemingly unaware that 
Brazil’s Coventry and Cornwall conservation work has roots in her experiences as a Llandudno and District 
Field Club committee member.  
 
 

The Lavender Lady’s Prototype, Angela 
Brazil from My Own School Days 

 

Fynnon Bedr Cottage, Llandbedr-y-Cennin 

1911 lecture excerpt from Llandudno and District Field 

Club Proceedings 



 
Brazil narrates her nonfiction like a documentary, mixing history, mythology, and natural description with 
practiced ease.  Her nonfiction suggests that she was aware of her audience, word choice, and that she had 
control of her register. Defining Nature with a capital “N”, Brazil stated that Nature is at the heart of all her 
schoolgirl stories, but a closer look suggests nature is at the heart of all of her writing. By examin ing Brazil’s 
nonfiction work and her considerable conservation efforts alongside her young adult writing, we can begin to 
understand that Angela Brazil was not only a young adult writer but truly an environmentalist before her time.  
 

Dr DeAnn Bell, Llandudno Museum and Gallery 
 
 

WAW/AMC Zoom Lectures Winter 2020 – 2021 
 

This year, as people are not getting out much, we have instituted a series of lectures on Zoom. This 
Newsletter will be too late for the first two, but we hope to make them available on the Website. If you would 
like to attend any of these, please contact info@womensarchivewales.org for the link to each talk.  
 
Date 
 

Time Speaker Title  

 19th November 2.00 Mary Thorley ‘The naming of Women’: the history of 
women in Carmarthen Town in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 
 

 

9th December  4.00     Elin Jones  ‘Elizabeth Miles, 1847-1930: deinamo 
mewn crinolin’.                    [yn Gymraeg] 
 

 

13th January  4.00 Rhian Diggins  ‘Women on Record: the Women’s Archive 
Wales collections at Glamorgan Archives’  
 

 

3rd February  4.00     Sian Rhiannon 
Williams 

‘Arloesi dros Gymru’: Ellen Evans (1891-
1953), ei bywyd a’i gwaith  [yn Gymraeg] 
                                           

 

4th March 4.00   Chris Chapman Women in mid- twentieth century Rhondda. 
 

 

24th March  4.00  Catrin Stevens  ‘Was your grandmother one of them? The 
Local Organisers of the 1923-4 Women’s 
Peace Petition’ 

 

Llandudno and Distri: Llandu: Llandudno and District Field Club 
to Lord Boston at Penrhosllugwy, 18 September 1909 
 
dno and District Field Club to Lord Boston at Penrhosllugwy, 18 
September 1909 
 
ct Field Club to Lord Boston at Penrhosllugwy, 18 September 
1909 
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The Two Widows of Rhisga 
 

We are all aware of the need to memorialise women –and of how 
few statues there are to any women, apart from Queen Victoria. But 
we should remember too how recent are the memorials to ordinary 
soldiers, and even more so those to ordinary men who lost their lives 
in workplace accidents. And yet, if a man lost his life, a mother would 
have lost a son, a wife her husband and the father of her children, 
and the income which sustained the family. A widow had to depend 
on the help of her family and her community – and on charity if she 
was unable to earn any money by working. 
But there is one memorial to the heartrending situation of miners’ 
widows, and it is a very recent one indeed. The plaque in the 
photograph was unveiled this year in Waungron Park in Rhisga. As 
far as I know, this is the only memorial which reminds us of the 
sacrifice of miners’ wives.  Waungron Park is a beautiful place to 
relax today, but years ago it was the site of one of the area’s 
dangerous collieries. There was an explosion in Six Bells pit, further 
up the valley, as recently as 1960, and exactly a century earlier there 
had been an explosion in  the Black Vein pit,  Rhisga, on December 
1st 1860, which had killed 140 miners. 
The Black Vein colliery had had a bad name from the beginning, 
since three men had been killed in an explosion there shortly after 
the pit opened about 1841. 35 were killed in an explosion in 1846 
and another 7 in 1853 – and some of these “miners” were only 
children. In the 1846 explosion six boys between 11 and 14 were 
killed, and one boy 12 and another, only a year older, in the explosion of 1853.  
In1872, Rhisga New Pit, a deeper mine, was sunk between the villages of Crosskeys and Wattsville. This 
was still mining the same dangerous coal seam, even though experienced miners had expressed their 
concerns about the methods of working and of ventilating the pit. On July 15, 1880, 
there was another explosion of gas, which killed over 120. 
This tragedy had a lot of coverage in the press, and, as was usual in the days 
before photography became commonplace, artists were sent to record the 
heartbreaking scenes. One of the most famous of these images is the one to be 
seen on the memorial in Waungron Park in Rhisga. It shows an old woman 
embracing a young wife – one of the widows of the 1860 explosion, trying to comfort 
one who had just lost her husband in the later disaster.  
It is very right that we should remember and celebrate the courage of the heroes of 
coal face, but here is Rhisga here is an opportunity to remember the courage of the 

widows who kept a 
family and a home 
together, despite their 
grief and poverty.  

Elin Jones 

Parc Waungron, Rhisga, 
today. The memorial is to 
be seen in the lawn in front 
of the bandstand, towards 
the middle of the picture 

The actual memorial. The quotation comes 
from a sermon given by the famous preacher 
Charles Spurgeon, who drew thousands to his 
services in London, and in 1880 urged them 
to contribute to the fund which was being 
raised for the bereaved families of Rhisga. 
 

Women’s Archive Wales, Richard Burton Archives, Singleton Park Library, Swansea University, Singleton Park, Swansea, Wales, 
SA2 8PP  

 


