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Setting the Record Straight: capturing the papers and voices of women in Welsh politics 
 
Our current project, funded by Lottery Heritage and the National Assembly for Wales, is gathering momentum 
at a pace. Our project team: Catrin Edwards and Heledd Wyn Hardy, film-makers and Kate Sullivan, Project 

Officer have been busy approaching former and current women 
AMs to organise oral history interviews and discuss how to 
deposit their papers in the requisite repositories, and in spite of 
demanding schedules and multifarious other demands on their 
time the response has been very encouraging and positive. 
Indeed, by the end of 
March a quarter of the 60+ 
AMs will have been 
interviewed and many of 
these will be aware of the 
significance of their 
papers and how important 
it is that they are 

safeguarded for the future.  
Among those interviewed 
so far are Suzy Davies, 
Conservative AM for Mid-
and South West Wales; 
Jane Hutt, Labour AM and 
Minister who has held 
various portfolios since 
1999; Kirsty Williams, 
Liberal Democrat 
AM and Minister 
for Education and 
Leanne Wood, 

former Chair of Plaid Cymru; and former AMs Edwina Hart and 
Dr Chris Chapman. They all have fascinating experiences to 
relate and we hope that short extracts from their interviews will 
be available on our website soon.  
 

However, we need your help. Each interview needs to be 
summarised. This is a contribution you could make from your 
home computers as the films can be sent to you via email. We 
are offering a free course on preparing digital summaries on 
Thursday, 23rd ApriL 10.00-15.00 at Glamorgan Archives, Clos Parc Morgannwg, Cardiff CF11 8AW. The 
training will be delivered by Alison Lloyd Smith as part of the National Library's ‘Unlocking Our Sound Heritage’ 
project. Places are limited to ten people so early booking is advised. 
 
Clockwise from top left: Kirsty Williams, Liberal Democrat; Lorraine Barrett, former Labour AM; Leanne Wood, 
Plaid Cymru and Suzy Davies, Conservative. (Photographs: Heledd Wyn Hardy) 



Purple plaques for Angela Kwok and Eunice Stallard 

 

Energetic, positive, caring, vocal, determined, headstrong, persevering, tenacious, unique. These are the 
adjectives chosen by speakers paying tribute to Angela Kwok on the occasion of the unveiling of a Purple Plaque 

in her memory in Cardiff on 24th of January, Chinese New Year. Born 
in Hong Kong in the mid-1950s where she often cared for her six 
younger sisters while her mother worked in the fields, Angela came 
to Wales at the age of sixteen. Three years later she married and, 
with her husband, established a Chinese Takeaway in Pontcanna. 
As a young mother she became aware of the loneliness and 
restricted lives of other Chinese women who often lacked fluency in 
English, and set out to change things for the better. Described as a 
‘force of nature’ and ‘can-doer’ with ‘an eye for inequality’,  Angela’s 
contribution as champion of her community and spokesperson for 
women in particular included setting up the South Wales Chinese 
Women’s Association and Cardiff Chinese Community Service 
Association and instigating the establishment of Pantmawr Chinese 
Cemetery, sometimes in the face of ‘stonewalling’ from male 

community elders. She later voluntarily assisted South Wales Police with translation and became a member of 
the Race Equality Council. In 2013 she received the Welsh Asian Women Achievement Award (now the Ethnic 
Minority Welsh Women Achievement Award) but sadly passed away three years later at the age of 60. 
In addition to her public and fundraising work, Angela touched many lives as an advocate and advisor, bringing 
together women who were otherwise culturally isolated, providing them with access to services and information 
and supporting them as interpreter, including accompanying them to medical appointments and attending the 
birth of their children. Those who knew her all remembered her lively, fun-loving personality and beautiful smile. 
The first BME recipient of a Purple Plaque gave voice to women’s concerns, and Angela’s legacy remains an 
inspiration to all women in Wales.  
Another determined and energetic campaigner received due recognition 
with a Purple Plaque at Ystradgynlais Miners’ Welfare Hall on March 6th 
as part of the International Women’s Day celebrations. Eunice Stallard, a 
Welsh speaking socialist and CND activist who, for many years, kept a 
shop in the town, was already in her sixties when in 1981, prompted by 
her grandson’s fears of nuclear war, she joined Wales’ Women for Life 
on Earth movement, and became one of the founders of the Greenham 

Common 
Women’s 

Peace 
Camp. At the event which accompanied the 
unveiling, several speakers who had been part of the 
original march from Cardiff to Greenham with 
Eunice, including its organiser, Ann Petitt, testified 
to her central role in leading and supporting younger 
and less experienced women in taking action. A 
person of great strength of conviction and courage, 
Eunice never gave up acting on her principles. When 
in her eighties, she took part in protests against the 
war in Iraq with the ‘Grannies for Peace’ group. She 
had always taken a stand on behalf of her 

grandchildren and their futures, so it was fitting that she had been nominated for a plaque by her great-
granddaughter, Megan Martin. Her granddaughter, Carys Stallard, spoke movingly at the event and stressed 
the importance of ‘keeping the flame alight’ as Eunice would have done.  The hall was bedecked with the 
colourful banners of the women’s peace movement of the 1980s, and other artefacts, photographs and 
documents were exhibited. Thanks to several members of the Archive who helped make this memorable and 
significant event a success.                                                                  Sian Rhiannon Williams 



Join us for a Women’s Heritage Walk on Saturday 13th June at 10.30 in a town near you!  
 
Women’s Archive Wales is organising a number of Women’s Heritage Walks for members and the general public 
on June 13th.  Walks are already planned in Bangor, Aberystwyth, Carmarthen, Abergavenny, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Pontypridd, Cardiff, Penarth, Barry, Wrexham and Swansea. 

The walks will be about one hour long and will feature the stories of between 15 
and 20 women who have 
contributed to the local 
history and heritage.  
Members who cannot or do 
not wish to walk will be invited 

to join the walkers for coffee/tea at a local café at the end of the walk.  Please join us for this networking 
opportunity. If you are interested in leading a walk in your area please get in touch with Catrin Stevens. It’s not 
too late!  catrinstevens@outlook.com 
Further details of the walks will also be available on our website www.womensarchivewales.org.uk by late April. 
We will also contact you via email and Facebook. Watch these spaces!  The walk will be provided free but 
walkers will be expected to pay for their own refreshments. Registration will be required and each walk will be 
restricted to 15-20 attendees. 
 
Women in Wales in WWI  

We are still adding new names and new information to our website 
www.womenandwarwales. The number of names on the site is now 
approaching 450, ranging from scientists to petty criminals to 
romantic novelists, and there are dozens more to add – the list of 
VADs alone is endless!  
In early July I received an email from Wayne Bywater of Barnsley, 
whose hobby is photographing war graves. He sent me directions for 
the graves of Maggie Evans and Margaret Evans Thomas who are 
both buried in Pwllheli cemetery. We knew quite a lot about Maggie 
Evans, but nothing of Margaret. From the information on the 
gravestone we have been able to identify her as a London-trained 
nurse, brought up from the age of nine by her uncle and aunt Mr and 
Mrs Summers of Station Square, Pwllheli. When she died of Spanish 
influenza in November 1918 the War Office paid for her funeral. Her 
grave is set with her bronze memorial plaque, known as a ‘dead 
man’s penny’, and bearing her name. I have seen one or two on 
men’s graves, but none on a woman’s. My attempted photograph of 
it (left) was not good enough to reproduce. Many thanks to Veronica 
Ruth for this one.                      Caroline Fairclough 

We cannot guarantee such a glorious day as Aberystwyth was blessed with for the 
walk on 17th July 2018, as part of the Century of Hope project. Nor can we promise 
such an attentive seagull.  Photo credit: Tash Horton Photo and Film 

mailto:catrinstevens@outlook.com
http://www.womensarchivewales.org.uk/
http://www.womenandwarwales/


Diary dates 1: Ceredigion National Eisteddfod 2020 
Quiz question: How may blue plaques are there to 
commemorate interesting and important women in 
Cerdigion? 
Answer: none (though there is a slate plaque to the 
author, Moelona and there will be a statue of the editor 
and temperance campaigner, Cranogwen in the near 
future).  
This topic, therefore, will be the focus of Women’s 
Archive Wales’ annual session in Societies’ Unit 2 at the 
Eistedddfod in Tregaron on Friday afternoon, 7th August 
at 3.30. We will have an opportunity to learn more about 
very significant women who have not received the 
attention they deserve until now; among them: Cassie 
Davies, Mari James, Mari Ellis, Kate Davies and Sarah 
Maria Saunders. We will also be distributing a leaflet noting the contributions of at least 15 further women of 
note and asking our audience to help us to identify others.  
Keep this date free in your Eisteddfod diaries – the session will be an eye-opener! Simultaneous translation will 
be available.  
 

Diary Dates 2 AMC/WAW Conference 

 

Our 23rd Annual Conference this year will be held at Bangor 
University, on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th October.  The 
call for papers has gone out; Papers in English or Welsh 
are invited from professional and amateur historians, 
archivists, and others interested in any aspect of the history 
of women in Wales for inclusion in the conference 
programme. Proposals from new researchers and students 
are all welcome. As WAW is involved in the ‘Setting the 
Record Straight: capturing female voices and records in 
Welsh politics’ project this year, papers on the contribution 
women have made to national / local politics would be 
especially welcome. This will be the second year that a 
bursary of £200 in memory of Avril Rolph will be awarded. Details of this and the call for papers are a 
https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/news.htm?id=141) 
 

April 2020 will see the publication of Gwyneth Tyson Roberts’s study of the life of Jane Williams (Ysgafell), 1806 
– 1885. Her writing career spanned fifty years and a large variety of genres, 
fiction and non-fiction. She wrote poetry, the ‘autobiography’ of Betsi 
Cadwaladr, a scathing analysis of the infamous 1847 “Blue Books” on Welsh 
education, and histories of Wales and of women’s writing in English. This is 
the first full-length study of this important writer’s life and work; she crossed 
and re-crossed national, social, literary, linguistic and cultural boundaries to 
make a major contribution in the history of women’s writing and Welsh 
writing in English. In 2015 Gwyneth received a PhD from Aberystwyth 
University for the thesis on which this book is based. 
This book is written for academics and general readers alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/news.htm?id=141


 
Elizabeth Gwendoline Miles ( 1847 –1930): an entrepreneur in a crinoline  

 

Elizabeth Spencer was born the daughter of an innkeeper in Trefforest near Pontypridd, at a time when the area 
was a ferment of industry. The coalfield entrepreneurs were sinking pits, establishing factories, building railways, 
opening quarries – and building houses, shops, hotels and public houses for the thousands who were flocking 
to the valleys in search of work.   Elizabeth married young, and she and her husband, Shadrach Miles, a grocer, 
went to keep a shop near the church in Ystradyfodwg.  

Then tragedy struck them. Shadrach Miles died at just 29 years 
of age in 1871, leaving Elizabeth a young widow with two tiny 
children to care for. William, the eldest, was a year old, and his 
brother Francis only two months. This situation is familiar to us 
from the novels of the period, and it is one which would have 
destroyed many, especially at that time.  But Elizabeth does not 
seem to have turned to others for help and support, nor returned 
to her family, or re-married. She had an independent spirit and 
amazing energy. By 1881 the census shows that she was 
licensed to keep a public house, and was now running the 
Bridgend Inn in Ystradyfodwg, with the help of two young girls. 
Ten years later she was the owner of the New Inn in Pontypridd, 
with 20 staff to help her. The New Inn was the largest hotel in 
Pontypridd at that time, and for many years to come. 
This was a significant increase in social and financial status. By 
now, Elizabeth Miles had leased or bought a number of other 
hotels, including at one time the Angel in Cardiff. But this wasn’t 
the culmination of this amazing woman’s career. In 1897 she 
bought an hotel in Llandrindod, which was gaining fame – and 
visitors – for the healing qualities of its mineral springs. The 
Bridge Hotel was a respectable establishment with 40 bedrooms. 

During the next twenty five years, Elisabeth Miles turned it into a much larger hotel. By 1923 it could 
accommodate 200 guests, and it became the largest hotel in Wales. 
But it was no longer the Bridge Hotel. In 1911 Mrs Miles changed its name to  “Metropole”, which is still the name 
today of that large hotel in the centre of Llandrindod which to this day attracts visitors – and conferences – from 
all parts of Wales. Mrs Miles decided to change the name after buying a stock of hotel goods and carpets at an 
hotel auction – every one of which had the letter “M” on it. By now, her sons, the helpless babies of 1871, were 
middle-aged men, and helping her to run the business. They did not know of the name change until after the 
auction. It seems that she, not they, made the final decisions.    
Mrs Miles did not limit herself to running the Metropole, of course. She invested in a number of hotels, employing 
others to manage them for her, and in houses, land and quarries. A woman of her ability, vision and energy saw 
opportunities and took them. As early as 1910, she submitted a planning application to build a row of garages 
for the Metropole so that her guests could keep their motor cars which had just begun to appear on the streets 
of the town.  
Although Mrs Miles visited Llandrindod regularly, especially when building work was going on, she did not make 
her home there.  She had a strong link with her native town. But it seems that the Metropole was close to her 
heart. In 1928, towards the end of her long life, when she decided to sell much of her property, she kept the 
Metropole. She transferred the ownership of the hotel to a small company – herself, her son Francis, and her 
daughter-in-law, Gwendoline Ann, her son William’s widow. It is their descendants who still run the hotel today 
– and who have given kind permission to use this lovely portrait of Elizabeth Miles, which is still to be seen in 
the foyer of the Metropole. 
Mrs Miles died in her native village, Trefforest, in December 1930 and is buried there in the graveyard of Glyntaf 
church.  May she rest in peace: her story still challenges us today.  
 

Elin Jones 
This article is one of a series that will contribute to new entries on women in the Dictionary of Welsh Biography. 
See the December 2019 Newsletter for more information about this project. 



New Treasurer for the Women’s Archive 
 

In December’s Newsletter there was an appeal for someone to take over the 
Treasurer’s role from Gail Allen, who has done a wonderful job since the early 
years of the Archive. We are delighted that Jane Davidson has agreed to take on 
this role, which has grown enormously since Gail first took it on. Gail has had to 
deal with increasingly complicated HLF grant funding, and has done so with great 
efficiency and hard work. Much gratitude to Jane and Gail. 
 
This Newsletter 
 

Observant readers may have noticed that this edition of the AMC/WAW 
Newsletter is 33% longer than previous editions. Space has been at a 
premium for some time with some short articles held over so long that they 
cease to become interesting. It also means that some past photographs can 
at last be published. This, on the left, should have appeared a year ago, at 
the unveiling of the purple plaque to Ursula Masson, It shows Ursula’s son 
John flanked by Ursula’s sister and niece, both Helen Molyneux. Thanks to 
Angela Brunt. 
 
The Ursula Masson Memorial lecture 
 

The lecture was held this year on Friday 6th March and many thanks once 
more to Professor Diana Wallace and her colleagues at the University of 
South Wales for organising the event and to WAW for sponsoring it.  
The guest speaker was 
Professor Laura McAllister 
of the Public Policy and the 
Governance of Wales 
school at Cardiff University 
[right] and her topic was 

‘Are we there yet? A virtual gender equality in politics’ – a 
particularly apposite topic in view of WAW’s latest project, 
‘Setting the Record Straight’. The lecture explored women’s 
representation in the National Assembly since Devolution, and 
noted the progress which had been made through the 
affirmative action of the Labour Party and Plaid Cymru in 
particular. However the thrust of her argument was that this was 
vulnerable progress – and that it is possible that it will not be 
maintained unless every party takes affirmative action and, that, 
although things have improved in Westminster these positive 
factors had not yet spawned a similar reaction at local 
government level, where female representation is still dire. The 
lecture was a timely reminder that we should not take progress 
for granted and to continue to campaign to achieve even greater 
gender parity.   
 

Following the lecture Jane Hutt AM opened the touring exhibition ‘Forty Voices, Forty Years’.                      
 
This edition of the AMC/WAW Newsletter was edited by Caroline Fairclough and translated by Catrin Stevens, 
Elin Jones and Sian Rhiannon Williams. Copy date for the June edition is Friday 29th May. Contributions can be 
sent direct to me, caroline_fairclough@yahoo.co.uk or through the Contact Us page of the website 
https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/contact-us 
 

Women’s Archive Wales, Richard Burton Archives, Singleton Park Library, Swansea University, Singleton Park, Swansea, Wales, 
SA2 8PP  
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